
 

 

February 2, 2026 

VIA ACMS  
Catherine O’Hagan Wolfe, Clerk of the Court  
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit  
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  
40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007  
 

Re: No. 25-1019, Ozturk v. Hyde, et al., Fed. R. App. P. 28(j) Letter 
regarding American Association of University Professors et al. v. Marco 
Rubio et al., 25-10685-WGY (D. Mass. Jan. 22, 2026).  

 

Dear Ms. Wolfe,  

The court in American Association of University Professors et al. [“AAUP”] 
v. Marco Rubio et al., 25-10685-WGY, Dkt. No. 313 (D. Mass. Jan. 22, 2026) issued 
a further decision and unsealed materials relevant to Ms. Öztürk.  

The AAUP court previously determined that executive officials’ efforts to 
detain and remove noncitizens who had engaged in pro-Palestinian speech violated 
the First Amendment, and found “no evidence that Öztürk did anything but co-
author an op-ed that criticized the University’s position on investments with Israel, 
that she criticized Israel, and that the organization of which she was member joined 
in that criticism with an organization that was banned on Tufts campus, with which 
she was not affiliated.” 802 F. Supp. 3d 120, 159 (D. Mass. 2025). The district court 
has now unsealed: 

 

  

 Case: 25-1019, 02/02/2026, DktEntry: 235.1, Page 1 of 4



 
 

 
2 

 

 ICE Subject Profile: “OZTURK...is a co-author of an Op-Ed calling for 
divestment from Israel and associates with Tufts Students for Justice in 
Palestine...” AAUP, 25-10685-WGY, Dkt. No. 315-15 at 1. 

 Memo from DHS to State Deptartment “of actions that may constitute 
violations of President Trump’s executive orders….”: “OZTURK co-
authored an Op-ed article....” that “joins [TJSP] and other student groups....” 
Id., Dkt. No. 315-17 at 7-8. 

 State Department “Action Memo”:  

While OZTURK has been involved with actions protesting Tufts’ 
relationship with Israel, DHS/ICE/HSI has not, however, provided 
any evidence showing that OZTURK has engaged in any antisemitic 
activity or made any public statements indicating support for a terrorist 
organization or antisemitism generally. While the [DHS] report implies 
a connection between OZTURK and the non-banned Tufts Student for 
Justice in Palestine (TJSP), the report presents no evidence other than 
OZTURK’s membership in Graduate Students for Palestine which 
supported proposals to Tufts which were also supported by TSJP. Nor 
has DHS/ICE/HSI shown any evidence that OZTURK was involved 
in any of the activities which resulted in TJSP being suspended from 
Tufts.  

 
Id., Dkt. No. 315-18 at 17-18 (emphasis added). 

 Memo from State Department to DHS approving Ms. Öztürk’s visa 
revocation for: “co-authoring an op-ed that found common cause with an 
organization that was later temporarily banned from campus.” Id., Dkt. No. 
315 at 46. 

 

Respectfully,  
  

/s/ Monica H. Allard 
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